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i E TRIAL, Ge. | 
— e 


TAbput half paſt Seven o'clock on WOE | 


Morning, Auguſt 21, 1792, the Priſoner, neatly 


George Hubbard, was indicted for, that he, 


Counſel, as being Inhabitants of Birmingham; and % 
r wh 


dreſſed, entered the Court; his deportment was ex- 


ceedingly graceful and genteel ; and his apPeArANCE = 
drew from the numerous Speckators pity for de = 
perilous ſituation in which they ſaw him, as well 
as their condemnation of the imprudencies which | _ 
had placed him in it.] e 

* 5 0 ho, .—* 
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Henry GREFFIN, ata. 


a certain offenſive weapon, called a 
tol, then and there charged with Gun- 


WI] 


Pi 
powder and a leaden Bullet, wilfully and 
maliciouſly ſhot at and wounded John Wal- 
lis the younger, on the 2d of wk 

1791, —_— the Statute, oe, 


The firſt Jury were all objected to by the Priſoner's.” 8b 


* LT = 
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perſon among the ſecond, for the ſame e his Ch: * 


A 2 


> 
. | l 
\ | * 
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(E679 
Mr. Balguy opened the Indictment. 


VVPobn Wallis, the younger. 


Dueftim.—Was you ſent for i in November laſt ? 
Anſwer. —Yes ;—1 was, on the 2d of Weender, 
2. Pray what is your later? 
A. A conſtable... 
©. Pray, Sir, are you an officer? 
A. No; am not. 
2, Was you ſent for at Fan time? | 
Les -I was ſent for by my father and! 
faw a gentleman in a hackney- coach. 
2, Where did you go to? | 
A To Vauxhall, about one mile from Bir- 
mingham. My father told me, as we went, it was 
to ſee a perſon who was thought to be the Duke 
of Ormond. © * 
[The Newſpaper was produced in Court, con- 


- © taining the advertiſment offering a reward for ap- 


Faun the pretended Duke of Ormond.] 
Pray in 20 pariſh” tots: you father | re- 
(hide?) | 
4 Birmingham. 

os / When you went to Vauxhall, who. was 
with 2 * ' 
A. My father, one Bruce, and myſelf. | 
2 Pray did you ever ſee the adventifcment 


Bet thac was in the paper. nor produced?..: 


140 


| 2. When you got. to Vauxhall, what. hd 
you d do? 

A. We met at Vauxhall, Mr. Spooner, and be 
took us up ſtairs to ſhew is the room where 
Griffin was. On my way up ſtairs, ſombody put 
a piſtol in my hand, but I do not know who it was. 
When I went to the door, I put the piſtol behind 
my back. When we came up, the door was open, 
and we went into the room; I met the Priſoner at 


the door, and faid, Ha! Griffin! and I kept my 


Piſtol in the ſame place where it was when I went 


* 
ö 8 in 


9. Were your father and "I there? , 

A. Cloſe following me 

9. Did you know the Pa before? 

A. 1 did ;—and he ſaid, l how do 
you do? 

9. What did he = or fay, then ? 


A. He turned from m6, OO and 


preſented it to me. 

2. How far mY you? | 

A. A few pa 

9. What did Sous dend 5 

A. Good Gy you ſurely do not mean to 
fire —and before I had done ſpeaking, I received 
the contents of the piſtol in my mou. 
Q: Where was your piſtol at chat time? 
A. Behind my coat. 


9, Did any thing paſs before fring? 


A. Nothing. ans 1 Ye. 2 
2 What dd he Piifoner do heat 75 phe: i 
inept T how 
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4 I loft my recollection; but when I recovered, 


1 faw my father and him ſtruggling; I took up a 
piſtol off the table, and ſtruck him upon the fore- 


head, which brought him on his knees; and he 


was then ſecured. 


9. You fay you ſtruck kirk with a piſtol, where 
was yours? 

A. I loſt it when I was wounded. 

9. Who ſechred him. | : 

A. My Father, Bruce, and myſelf, 


Croſs examined by Mr. Clarke. 


Q: What time of the day was this? 
A. About one or two o'clock. © 
Q. Did not Spooner go after his Daughter? 
A. I do not know. 
Q: Did one King ſay that Spooner was there? 
A. I do not know. 
9. Did you know afterwards ? 
A. I have heard fo, but I do not know. 
9. Pray who was it ſpoke firſt on the ſtairs ? 
A. Spooner ſaid, That is the door. | 
9. You are e quite ſure he did not ſay, That is 
the man? 
A. Tes; Lam. 
2. When you vent in, you ſaid, Ha, Griffin ? 
a 
2. You ſaid you was going to ſpeak when the 
ſhot hit you. 


A. I had 2 fome words when 1 received 
the ſhot. | 3 


2. Do 


3 


d, | | 
4. 2. Do not you believe that the Priſoner was in 
* ſuch a ſituation that be could ſee Bruce and your 


he Father? 

| A. I ſuppoſe he was. | 

9, The blow you gave him was a LEES blow, 
ſo as to knock him down ? 

A. Yes Alt brought him on bas 5 

2. Had you, or any of you, à warrant? 

A. No -l believe not. 

2. Did you underſtand rom King what he 
went to Vauxhall for ? 

A, No. 


Jobn Wallis the Bide, examined. 


| 9. I believe you are a Conſtable at Birming- 
>? ham ? 
. Tam. 
2, Was you applied to — by. 
one Bruce? 
| A. Yes ;—on Wedneſday RY ſecond. 
2, Was any body with him ? 
A. Willoughby King. 
2. What did they apply to you for? N 
A. To go with them to Vauxhall, to ſecure the 
12 Daughter of Spooner, who had eloped from Lei- 
ceſter with the man who wih opp to be the 
the Duke of Ormond. 
2. Did you ſend for any body Þ 1. 85 
62 A. Les I ſent for my Son, and he came; - 
and King and myſelf went on with the coach to 
Do | . $ th and then we went to Vauxhall. 
| 2. What 


. . 
2 What did you do VE you got 


A. When we went into the hoſe. ks. "0 
put a. piſtol into my Son's hand, and we went up 
ſtairs; Spooner went firſt, and we followed Spooner; - 
when he got up, he ne the —_ open, 2204 


There he is. 


2. In what ſituation was ti oor? ? 
A, A little way apart. N 
2. When the door was open, v was the Priſoner 


to be ſeen? 


A. Ves. 
2. Who went in firſt ? 
2, Spooner went in firſt, and my ſon pal lim, 


and was holding his piſtol under his coat, My Son 


faid, Hah ! Griffin, is it you? 
9. Did he make any anſwer? 
A. He ſaid, Mr, Wallis, how do you do? and 


_ almoſt immediately preſented his piſtol. 


2. Did you ür E Pan before the 
Priſoner preſented it? 
A. I did. 
2. Did he ſee you? HO 
A. He could not be off erung me. 
9. How did he hold the piſtol? 8 | 
A. He held the piſtol up; and my fon ſaid, 


| For God's ſake, you do not mean to fire? Before 


the words were barely ſpoke, I heard the report, 


and he was ſhot, and the blood ran out of his mouth. 
I then ran up to the Priſoner, and he levelled a 


piſtol at my head; I got cloſe th him, and he had 
che piſtol cloſe to my fide; I knocked the piſtol off 
nnn, b the 

_ 


(9) | 
other, my Son then came up, and hit him over the 


ly | head, then Bruce unf us aht WE ſecured him. 
x | Croſs . Mr. Willis. 
l, 
| 2. Did not you go'our-o the Coach? | 
A. Yes I did. | 
2. Did not King and Spooner come to ſecure | 
Ty Spooner's daughter. 0 


A. I believe they did. 
2. V ent to Vauxhall to ſecure + Spoontr's 
| Daughter ? „ | 
» _ I did, u 
2. You and your Son went without a warrant 7 / 
A. We did. | 
2. I now deſcribe the ſituation 0 door 2382 
d was in. | 
A. It was ; about two inches open, and Spooner 
. went firſt, and my Son paſſed him. 
2. Was the firſt word ſpoken by Spooner * 
A. Yes —it was, | 
2. Spooner is the , chat en, 


has taken away? 1 70 bog el 
4 Yes ;—he is. | ae 4 
I 2. I take tt, you was alarmed ? erg a 
e A4. I vas, indeed, very much. 13 
, 2 | ſuppoſe your eyes were fixed an r a F 
. | * 1 FACT. Mere; but it was à very ale 5 
4 I , 
| "3 en es £4 
F To take the pretended Duke of mond 
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( 10 ) | 1 
25 Jobn Bruce examined. * 


9, You went with Willoughby King? 

A. I went after the Lady who had ee | 
with the pretended Duke of Ormond, 

2. Where did you go to? 

A. Mr. Wallis came in a chach, and we called 


| on young Mr. Wallis, and we all went to Vauxhall. 


2. Who was there beſides ? 

A. Spooner, and one Freer. 
2. What did you do when you got to the houſe? 
A. Somebody ſaid, I will ſhew you the room 


7 where the gentleman is. 


2. Did you ſee any piſtol produced ? 
4. I faw one put into Wallis's hand, and one 


into mine; old Mr. Spooner went firſt, and ſhewed 


them the room, and opened the door. 
9. In what fituation was the door? 
A. It was not ſhut. | 
2. How far was you from them? 


A. We all got to the landing-place together, 


Ws and then Spooner opened the ge, and ſaid that is 
| (the gentleman. 


2. n 
A. About a quarter of a yard; and Wallis ſaid, 
Ha! Griffin, how do you do? and Griffin ſaid how 
do you do? At that moment! heard the report of 
the piſtol. 

9. Did you know how Wallis carried his piſtol? 

ns anon” 3 
* 2. Tou 


( 1 * 
2 You l bn te 604 40 558. "a 
it? 
4. Le- had; and carried it in my right- 


hand coat-pocket. 

2 What did you do then? 

A. I went to the giſoner who had preſented a 
piſtol at Wallis. | a 

Did he fire? | 

A Yes ;—and Walls dard his hand aa to 
his mouth. 

2 Then what did you do? 

_ 4 Aſliſted in ſecuring; the Prifoner 


| Croſs-examined þy Mr: d. 


2 Had you any warrant ? 
A'T had not. | 
2 For what purpoſe did King come to you?. 
A King came to me og e Fabel Bake 
away Spooner's daug hter who had eloped. ' 
2 Was King an admirer of Miſs Spooner ? 
A I cannot tell that - (22-4 
2 Did you all po? © „ 
A Tes, —one after the other. f 3 
2 Now rell me how =o, inches the ae. _ 
was open? FG OT... 
4 About two inches. Pot 1132333 
2 You ſay Spooner opened the door? 8 
AJ Tes. | 1 
2 Did you not ſwear before te hure a0 you . lt 
ſaid, that is the man? _. Mi 


AI cannot tell. Tg 


[ m2] 


2 Was what you fore before the mh: the 
A Yen mit was. | 
2 Did you ſe the Priſoner before he fired? 
A No. 


ll. *% 2 You neyer ſwore you a hica befor be 


ll Far fued ? vt, by | 

1 0 i) 
* 7 9 Did you, or did you not, ſee the piſtol pre 
i} | | ſented at young Wallis ? 

* | AI always ſpoke as I do now, chat was, that I 
as the piſtol preſented at old Wallis 

| = 2 What did you do after you had taken Griffin; 
1 did not you almoſt kill him? 8 
1 | A I do not know, but he ſeems alive now. 

| * 3 2 How long was you a beating him? 

1 4 The whole did not take-up much more than 
58 a minute. 
1 eee, 

* a 

5 Willughly King crime 
| IS 2 Did you go to Mir. Wallis with Ros? 
4 told him there was a perſon at Vauxhall 
i 15 1 who had run away with Spooner's daughter, whoſe 
| perſon, by the deſcription, anſwered to that of the 


| fy pretended Duke 3 him to go 
| F 4 and take him, e 

| | . | 2 Did you go 0 | - 
1 1 Les; jou i with Bruce w jug, 
3 "wi, 


ne 
2 Tell us what 8 
1 Spooner went up ſtairs firſt with young 
Wallis then Bruce and old Wallis, ang _ Freer 
and me. Were 2 
2 Did you wv not go in? 
A I did. 
2 Do you know anything hot be door 
A I cannot fay, 
2 Did you hear any words ſpoke? 
A I did not, | 
2 Did you ſee the Prifoner before he fired ? 
A I did not. 
2 Did you not come from Lejocfter 6 cis th 
lady back ? | 
A W I did, 


Croſs -examinatian. 


2 Did you bring or buy pit. he rad? 
A I bought a brace. | 


* 
1 * 


2 What did you buy your piſtol for 2 ? 5 


4A My own ſafety. 

2 Did you or Spooner make any attempt o 
take Miſs Spooner away ? | | 

A I believe Mr. Spooner did. rf] 1 88 


2 Did you apply to Wallis to aſſiſt you? 
A I applied firſt to Bruce. 
2 Did you not go a ſecond time to Vainball$:i 
A Her father did and I went with him to aſſiſt. 
2 Was not you ns Gm 


Freer, Spooner, and Griffin? 4 
4% 


* 
4 


e 14 . 
it No was not, but Freer and Spooner 
had ſome converſation. 

Do you mean to ſay that Sener never ſaid to 


1 


Griffin, Damn you, we have piſtols as well as pow 


AI did not. 

9. If Miſs Spooner had been given up, ſhould 
you have applied to Wallis? 
Al cannot fay? 


Richard Wooldridge. 
© Did you ſee the Priſoner When he 0 was in 
cuſtody a | 
A Yes. 8 8 


2 When was it, and how long after he was i 


cuſtody, that you heard him ſpeak ſome words? 


- A About four or five days. . 
be: 2 What did he ſay? | | 
4 © Blaſt my bloody piſtols! how could they 


_ deceive me? if they had not, I ſhould have or 
Bruce, becauſe I had ſuch good aim at him.“ 


The Honourable Judge now informed the Pri- 
ſoner, chat if he wiſhed to ſay any thing in his de- 


*. he was ready to attend to him. Aſter mak- 


ing his aknowledgements for this indulgence, he de- 


| ivered, with the moſt faſcinating and expreſſive 
-  aQtion, the following addreſs; in. the courſe of which 
he diſplayed conſiderable oratorical abilities: 


* 
415 May 


* * 


W 
May it pleaſe-your Lordſhip, and you Gentlemen of 1 
the Jury 70 4 - 


IT is wich the. comalt defirente and lia tht 
I addreſs myſelf to you in my preſent diſagreeable b 
ſituation ; but it is, at the ſame time, with the beſt: 
grounded confidence, that the known impartiality 
and juſtice of your Lordſhip, and the good ſenſe 
and integrity of you, gentlemen of the Jury, will 
reſcue me from that ſituation, and from the iniqui- 
tious views of my enemies. I am unfortunately, 
though wrongfully fituated. But I truſt, that the 
illegally prolonged impriſonment which I have ſuf- 
fered,---and the unjuſt, wanton, and malicious cal- 
 lumnies which have been circulated againſt me 
through the medium of the public papers, will be ſo 
far from prejudicing you againſt me, that, in, order 
to give an impartial verdict on this caſe, 1 idea 
of them will be obliterated from ygur minds. You 
will not deem the act of firing to be an act of pre- 
meditated murder the act of a bad heart —but ra- 
ther the act of a moment, produced by the critical 
and peculiar ſituation in which I then ſtood -an at 
of intemperance — and that intemperance, My Lord,. 
under the impreſt idea of ſheltering. the moſt ami 
able of the female ſex; who had claimed from me 
protection; and whom I had vowed to protect with 
en lovely, inggn; re d OFT, | 
cart. 2 


My abilities, though, indiffere 
engble me to relate to your Leah 


* 


36 


Sanden of the Jury; an impartial ſtatement of 
the facts which led to this tranſaction. 


On the 2d of November laſt, my ſervant came 

into my room, and informed me that Mr. Spooner, 
| Accompanied by ſome other perſons, were in pur- 
ut vf his daughter. I deſired him to deſcribe the 
rſons of Mr. Spooner's companions ; and from 
deſcription of one of them, 1 immediately re- 
3 an envious and an Oe rival. 


Miſs Spooner Wen came, ad acquilnted me 
that ſhe had received a note from her Father, re- 
queſting her to return with him to Leiceſter, which 
' the ſaid, ſhe would by no means comply with; but 
Would put herſelf under my protection. 


1 was afterwards informed, that a were re- 
turned with more affiſtants to effect their purpoſe. 
" Their having purchaſed arms, ſufficiently indicated 
their hoſtile intentions. On their coming into my 
© room, producing arms, and uſing the moſt appro- 

3 rern language, I had only to chuſe whether I 
would deliver into the hands of an exaſperated fa- 
er and malicious lover, a beloved woman, whom 
1 had promiſed at the hazard of my life to protect; 
or to relinquiſh, like a coward, her whom J 11 
more than life. 


To ſee men, , without avthoritf; viddendy enter 
my apartment, to wreſt from me by force, her, with- 


bout whom * exiſtence was not worth preſerving, 
and 


„ . 


and not to have repelled ſuch meddling, unjuſti- 
fiable intruders, would not have been acting the 
part of a man, — Their forcible entrance with 
fire-arms, and their exaſperated appearance, left 
me no alternative—my own life, and the happi- 
neſs of an innocent and beloved woman, were at 
ſtake ;—the conſequence, therefore, ſhould be attri- 


buted to their own temerity, and not to > any mall. 


cCious intention in me. 


After this unfortunate r 1 was beat, 
and kicked in the moſt unmerciful manner, upon 


| the head, and other parts of the body, particularly 


by this Evidence, whoſe inconſiſtent and prevari- 


cating teſtimony, I doubt * you _ ſcrutinize 8 


with due attention. 


After 1 had been thus beaten, and when my 
hands were fettered, ſo as to be incapable of making 
reſiſtance, a relation of my proſecutor, like a baſe 
coward, and ferocious ſavage, acted afreſh upon my 


already mangled body, the cruel ſcene of kicking | 
and beating, as long as his bodily ſtrength Kept pace 


with his unbridled fury. The behaviour of theſe per- 


ſons, 1 am confident, will be deemed by every hu- 
mane and generous heart, to be that of brutes and 


| ſavages, rather than what might be expected from 
rational beings to a fellow creature in diſtreſs. Had 


not Mr. Richards put an end to their barbarity, 


there is little doubt, bur they would have Put an end 


to my exiſtence, 


10. 2 


(18 ) 


I was then conveyed to an impenetrable dun- 


| geon ; where, had not a gentleman procured me ſur- 
gical aſſiſtance, I muſt have fallen a victim to their 


e treatment. 


The miſeries I ſuffered, as the malicious ca- 


lumnies which were. continually appearing againſt 
me, made me anxious for a ſpeedy trial; but, at the 
expected time, I was denied that impreſcriptible 


right through the meaſures taken by my proſecutor, 


- and was again conveyed to my irkſome priſon. 


But the time is at length arrived, when I can 
(and I rejoice in the opportunity) throw myſelf 


upon the juſtice and wiſdom. of an upright judge, 


and upon the integrity and diſcernment of an im- 


„ 


Having given a plain and juſt ** of the 


| circumſtances which led to this tranſaction; and an 


unexaggerated account of the miſeries I have ſuf- 
fered ſince, in conſequence of it; I chearfully await 
the determination of you, Gentlemen of the Jury, 
who, I truſt, will not ſuffer — to bias your 


| deciſion.” 


The * judge now ſummed up the evi- 
dence, with his uſual accuracy and preciſion; in the 


courſe of which, he ſtated * be, © That if 


& an officer be killed in e vouring to enter an 


apartment to ſecure an offender, it cannot be 


« deemed murder, except the officer ſhall have ac- 
| 1 3 5 


( wg ) 


* quainted the offender by what authority, and for 
«* what offence, he is about to ſecure him.” 


The Jury, after conſulting a 60 en 
turned a Verdict NOT GUILTY. 


Mr. Hammond, of Newmarket, banker, lodged a de- 


ninar aint Gas pethnns, for CUECLUNE WS FIS Os 
6696 


- WE preſume, the following eder ral 
tive to this young man may not be 9 
bo the public. 


His real name is James Moleſworth Hubard, 
ſon of James Hubard, Eſq. late his Majeſty's Judge 
Advocate in the province of Virginia. This James 
Moleſworth Hubard bore his Majeſty's commiſſion 
with much credit at the battles of Camden, Guild- 
ford, and York-town : at the concluſion of the war 
he came to England, under the joint patronage of 
Lords Cornwallis and Dunmore. Having loſt all 
his poſſeſſions in America, he claimed for, and ob- 
tained from Government, the-ſum of ten thouſand 
pounds, as an American loyaliſt. He is allied by con- 


ſanguinity to ſome very great and reſpectable families 


in England, whoſe eſteem, it ſeems, he has forfeited 
by his imprudencies, His faults, doubtleſs, are + 
many ; yet, were his whole hiſtory known, perhaps 
he might be entitled to ſome commiſeration. 

His 


1 


( 20 ) 


His father died at New York, in the Month of 
May, 1782. He has a mother, two ſiſters, and a 
brother, now living at Williamſburg, in Virginia, 
with whom he has never correſponded fince he loſt 
the favour and protection of Lord Cornwallis. His 
mother is a native of America; her maiden name 


was Morton; ſhe retains very large poffeſfions in 


the province of Virginia, He has figured in the 
moſt polite circles in London, Paris, Tours, Dijon, 
Bath, Briſtol, Brighton, Buxton, Margate, &c. &c. 


Were his whole hiſtory laid before the public, it 


would, perhaps, exhibit a combination of the moſt 


extraordinary incidents that ever concentered in any 
one man of his age, which apparently 1 is not more 
than five or ſix and twenty. 


FINIS. 


N ee 


